Spring 2020

College Essay Inpsired by STARS Kids!
My experience in the ORION STARS program showed me
that sometimes, the community you belong to isn’t always
the one you live in. It can be the one where you feel loved,
respected and are given opportunities. Through STARS
(Sharing Technology Advances Readings Skills), underprivileged children use facility computers for homework, enrichment and improving their literacy skills.

Fourth
grader
Jayla
proudly
showing
what
teamwork
can do!

On my first day as a tutor, the change from my normal
routine was dazzling. I had five third-graders all facing an
individual computer, with their mouses whizzing across the desktops
on “Scratch” windows. I guided, explained, and
talked them through projects like: making a dog
walk and bark, creating a wall running ninja, and
playing a basketball game to a flying grandma!
These projects were varied and unique. All these
intelligent, friendly children needed was an opportunity and with it, they shined.
Helping children at ORION was enlightening.
Seeing their faces light up as I introduced them to
parts of Scratch they hadn’t known about made
me realize how precious “aha” moments are. Their genuine smiles confirmed I had a positive impact. Their excitement and willingness
to learn, seeped past their circumstances. Witnessing and being
a part of their moments of clarity, showed me that something as
simple as “technology” can even bring joy to young children.
It made me realize that small things that we take for granted
such as books or high-speed internet connections, aren’t just to
be appreciated, they should be cherished for the opportunities
they provide.
A STARS Coach
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Neighbors helping neighbors!

It was quite a winter!

Orion saw 43% more clients in the last 6 months of 2019
compared to the two earlier years and that trend has continued. The struggles are real and
increasing but this community is so good about jumping in to address pressing needs and
create new opportunities - it’s all about neighbors helping each other!
It’s always a mixture of activities at Orion. We
know a man living in a tent who lost everything in
a heavy rain. Then a group of high school students come in the door with boxes of children’s
books from a recent collection they did for STARS.
A friend came in asking for assistance paying a bill - his sister usually helped but she
was traveling and he didn’t wnat to get a late
notice. A woman needed help reapplying for a
driver’s license - she hadn’t needed to drive for
awhile but needed the photo ID for a new job.
One of Orion’s volunteer’s recently
pointed out that, “The nice thing in
Phoenixivlle is that you can imagine
that we can solve local problems
because we do it everyday.”

Orion Staff spent time getting acquainted with their new computers
and tech systems. Pictured are David,
Marisol, Kira and Laveana

The Case Managers work as a team
in-house and with other area agencies
to help neighbors move towards a more
self-reliant future. It’s alway a shared
moment to recieve an email such as the
one that came in last month - “Hi Dani,
thngs are going well, still working, on
day shift now and enjoying it... talk soon,
Carol”
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To all the staff & volunteers at Orion,
You are all so wonderful!
Thank you so much for the much needed
financial help. Because of your generosity
with the work you do, I now have two new
back tires on my car. Therefore I can pass
inspection which let’s me keep my job. I
love my job too!
Thanks again!

Lots to Celebrate
Joe and Orion have been friends for years. We’ve journeyed with him in difficult
times and Joe has not only volunteered for Orion but also introduced us to local residents during times of struggle. But to see
him come in shaking this winter was new.
You see, he was both nervous and excited
to be marrying his love.
Proud member of

Cc

the Community
Coalition

Margot served with the Navy and Joe had
served with the Marines. They were getting
married at Whithall, Veteran housing in Spring
City and just look at those smiles!
Additionally, another group of single moms
gradutated from GLAD and can proudly say
they are Gutsy Ladies Achieving their Destiny.

Neighbors helping neighbors!

Thoughts on social services
The whys and hows of life challenges are difficult to comprehend. During a prosperous time for so many, it
can be hard to grasp why some families feel stuck in poverty. I’ve been working in social services now for
four years and I’m still learning the challenges that affect too many of our neighbors.
Last week, Keith Burress, our Board President, reminded me that Orion’s task is to be forward thinking and holistic in serving our mission. Lofty but essential goals.
Recently, I have been thinking about isolation – how it affects our clients and others in the
area. A woman who had participated in Orion’s programs said, “I realize how much I need
community.’
It does take a village to raise a child, change policies, affect positive and lasting change. I’ve
been working in social services for four years now and everyday our neighbors, volunteers
and staff teach me and I feel lucky to have been welcomed into this community of generous
new friends working to make our little part of the world a healthier place for everyone.

Kris Keller
Executive Director

If Not the First Need, How Else Can We Help?
The mom was from north west Philly and there had been a family crisis. Now she had
past due bills that were in the thousands of dollars and they were in danger of being
evicted. She was panicked and angry that no one would help her.
She insisted that Orion receives government funding to help people like her but Orion
has never received government funds. Harsh words were heard as this mother pleaded
and demanded assistance. But Orion has limited funds and virtually no partners in her
community.
Dani, Orion’s Case Management Supervisor, patiently listened and realized the woman probably qualified for federal financial assistance but didn’t have a copy of her birth certificate – that was something Orion could help with.
The mother also shared she was distressed that she had no Christmas gifts for her children. Again, Dani was able
to address this need thanks to all of the wonderful holiday donations that had come to our office.
The mom knew things were going to be rough but she had calmed down and said, “Thank you for listening and
helping when no one else would.” Many thanks to all of you who added joy and peace to our neighbors in need
during the holiday season!

So Many Ways to Get Involved
In 2019, more than 100 people volunteered over 9000 hours to help Orion
address unmet needs for our most vulnerable neighbors. You too can get
involved:

is a 501(c)3 non-profit
organization

zz Volunteer at an event, sit with and inspire students, answer the phones
zz Organize a drive to collect socks, books or personal care products & laundry detergent
zz Donate Septa bus cards, gift cards for food or clothing, funds to keep the lights on
zz Let us know of local businesses who would like to join PA’s education tax credit program
zz Or stop on by Orion to hear more ways to create a better tomorrow for all our neighbors!

Neighbors helping neighbors!

Time to start planning for spring events....
May 17 - Night of Stories & Music at the Kimberton Inn
May 15 and 29 - Bob Dylan Birthday Bash, 7 pm at Steel City plain.
June 7 - Christmas In June at the Art Street Festival, 10-4 in the 200 Block of Bridge Street
237 Bridge Street
Phoenixville, PA 19460

Phoenixville News
The need for affordable housing is getting more attention locally!
US Representative Chrissy Houlahan held a forum at Phoenixville Borough Hall
to hear more about the Chester County and Phoenixville needs and initiatives.
Channel 6 News did a week-long segment on the challenges in the suburbs of
Philadelphia to ensure a diverse population can find homes. Thanks to Mayor Peter, Beth Ann and Kris for highlighting Phoenixville concerns and positive actions.
To see the excetpts go to:
https://6abc.com/realestate/gentrification-extends-beyond-philadelphia/5906686/
https://6abc.com/realestate/efforts-underway-to-ease-the-squeeze-of-gentrification/5909357/

In 2019, 100 people who live and/or work in Phoenixville attended Bridges Out
of Poverty workshops!
There will be workshops in churches, schools, non-profits and other locations
throughout the year. Join the national movement to understand poverty at a
local level so that you can help create local solutions.
April 16th 2 - 5:30
April 25th 9 - 12:30
May 12th & May 19th 6 - 8
For more information, go to https://phxsocialconcerns.org/phoenixville-bridges/

