Neighbors helping neighbors!

Summer 2022

Hot Off the Press!
In April 2022, The National Low Income Housing Coalition published The Gap: A
Shortage of Affordable Homes. The report documents the national crisis that we
have all been hearing about, if not experiencing. While there are enough rental units
to cover everyone who wants to rent a home, the 11 million extremely low-income
households only have 7.4 million affordable rental units from which to choose. (For
the full report go to https://nlihc.org/gap/ or PA specific https://nlihc.org/gap/state/pa.)

Orion Case Mangers
Michelle Warwick
& Rachelle Hill

CHRISTMAS
IN JUNE
Help stretch family budgets
with sun block, laundry
pods, personal care products
& gift cards!
Drop off donations June 1317 or at the Phoenixville Art
Street Festival on June 18.
For more info about upcoming events go to https://
orioncommunities.org/
see-whats-happening/

The options for renters increasingly are renting a property that is beyond their
means or homelessness. When households pay rent above the 30% of income that
the Federal government says families can afford, they become severly cost burdened
and also reduces the affordable units for the next bracket of income earners.
There is a small surplus of rental units at the top
of the pyramid but that still leaves a lot of folks
stretching extremely tight budgets. Rental rates were
increasing before Covid-19 and news continues to
report on increasing housing costs during the pandemic. Locally we know that rents are going up…
and they have been going up quickly!
Increasingly, Orion is hearing from middle class individuals in the ‘sandwich generation’ asking for housing advice for not only their parents but young adult children and family members who
are differently abled but want independent living.
These can be difficult conversations and we are all having to think creatively on how to
keep our neighbors and loved ones safely housed.

Always Seems to Happen on Friday Afternoons
On a Friday in May, at 2:30 pm, our staff was brainstorming how to help a young
couple with 4 children who were all living in their car. They had been staying in a
hotel but their funds had run out.
You see, they had saved every nickel they could to buy their dream home and stop
paying rent but closing on their new home was still a week away and they had to
leave their apartment with no wiggle room to pay for another week in a hotel. Calls
were made and an agency agreed to cover a hotel stay... so glad this family is safe!
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Baker Industries – do you know them?
Baker Industries (BI) provides jobs and income for hard to employ adults who
may be differently abled, previously incarcerated, in a substance abuse program
or experiencing homelessness. The goal is to help folks who want to have a
productive role but need an assist to use their talents and occupational skills

Free Concert
@ Reeves Park!
As Orion began our 45th year
while looking at a third year of
both pandemic resilience and
fatigue, we knew we wanted to
celebrate with our community
and partner nonprofits. PACS is
the organization who we have
the most referrals and they happens to be celebrating their 50th
anniversary - they were all in to
have a community celebration of
our wonderful nonprofit partners!
Save the date for...
Music for Milestones
summer concert at Reeves Park
on Sunday, July 17 from 2-6 pm
and watch for more details.

Located in Kensington & Malvern, their facilities provide a variety of light industrial work such as assembly, product wrapping, and mailings. Additionally, Baker
Industries recognizes the need for a supportive work environment. This may
include time off to see a parole officer or medical professional or knowing that
someone with mental health challenges may need a few extra days off in a month.
In Phoenixivlle, we have neighbors in shelters/transitional housing & others who
may benefit from this program, but the challenge for area residents is that it takes
two SEPTA buses plus a walk to get to BI. We’ve been talking with Rich Bevan,
BI’s President to bring a satellite facility locally or help come up with transportation
alternatives.
Rich recently reached out with the idea of purchasing a van that could make the
run from Phoenixville to and from Malvern 5 days a week. Orion happens to have
a group of volunteers who have been talking about providing rides to folks needing
transportation outside of the normal SEPTA and Rover offerings... a perfect match.
Hoping to get this launched this summer – stay tuned!

Entertainment, inspiring words, art exhibits, colorful re-enactments,
storytelling, dancing, drumming & much more!
~ Plus June 16 - Respect & Hair Love playing at the Colonial Theatre ~

Growing Concerns For Our Elders
A daughter called Orion looking for advice. Her father had just passed and now
her mom was struggling to make ends meet. Her father was the breadwinner and
after retiring, her parents lived off his pension. Now only surviving off her mom’s
social security benefits, it was not enough to cover the rent.
The daughter was now covering many of the bills but now her dad’s passing was
financially impacting her household as well. Trying to move out of the apartment
complex for the past year, her mom could not find affordable rent. What could
they do?
Proud member of

Cc

the Community
Coalition

Orion’s Case Manager reached out to our partner agencies and collectively found a
local assisted living facility that had an opening. When they reached out to tell her
daughter the good news, she began to cry. “ This has been a very trying time for
my family and I am so grateful to all the Orion staff who have helped us. You are
truly a blessing to our community, thank you!”
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Meet Board Member Jen Heller
Jennifer Heller is a resident of Eagleville, PA, and has recently joined our Board of Directors. She has a heart for
serving her community through Victory Church, local charities and now with Orion. She enjoys bringing people
together, event planning and fundraising. Jennifer is also an avid golfer at Rivercrest Golf Club & Preserve where
she serves on the Ladies Golf Association Committee.
“Orion has such a passion for serving - it’s contagious! Every member on the team has a heart
for the community and the work they do is so inspiring. One of my favorite parts of being
a part of Orion, has been the inspiring ‘Happy Dances’ emails I receive from Kris Keller that
share a success story about a client at Orion. It reminds me of what we do and why we do it!
Orion has done amazing work over the past 45 years; I can’t wait to see what we can do over
the next 45.”
Jen - thank you for sharing your talents and sense of fun in support of Orion’s mission!

New Neighbors Get a Helping Hand
A family was stranded in Louisville, KY this winter – they had a new job and housing in our area but their car had been
impounded and they could not pay the fine because their wallets (and warm coats) were in the car. The family with 2
young children had spent 2 nights in the hospital emergency room and the father’s new boss was threatening to give his
job to someone else. The parents called everyone they knew but the family still were stranded.
A friend called to see if Orion could help. The tow company would not accept a credit card so we reached out to a local
church with national congregations – the Kentucky parish happily paid the fine and
the family arrived in time for the father to start his new job. Everyone was relieved!

45 Years Past/45 Years Future Campaign - Doing this Together
For 45 years, Orion has remained a grassroots organization listening for the
unmet needs of marginalized and at-risk neighbors and bringing people together to address those challenges. We
are so grateful for all the ways each of you collectively finds to collaborate and support our neighbors during times of
crisis. We look forward to growing these partnerships for the next 45 years.
Thank you for volunteering, adding your expertise and donations to continue this essential work. We are more than
halfway to meeting our $145,000 challenge and grateful for friends who have provided a $45,000 Match Challenge to
double your donations!
Thank you for the many
ways you provide a helping
hand just when it is needed
the most!

is a 501(c)3 non-profit
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Social justice matters.
All lives matter and will continue to matter.
The injustice of inadequate or unaffordable housing, unlivable wages, suspect
arrests and incarcerations require our renewed commitment to reach out to each
other, especially our neighbors of color, until we correct the inequality forever.

237 Bridge Street
Phoenixville, PA 19460

Upcoming Events!

• June 11, 12-5 – Chester County Pride Fest on
Bridge Street
• June 18, noon-5 pm –
Christmas In June @ Art
Street Festival, 200 Block
of Bridge Street
• June 19, 2-6 – Juneteenth on 200 Block of
Bridge St.
• July 17, 2-6 - Music
for Milestones Concert –
Reeves Park

Celebrating our non-profits!

50 years!
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Sunday, July 17th 2-6 pm

45 years!

Family

Fun!

Here are just some of our partners celebrating 5 year anniversaries!

• July 30 – Alianzas
Annual Festival @
Reeves Park
• Aug 2, 6-8:30 – National
Night Out, Civic Center
• Oct 19, 6-9 pm – 8th annual Music for Everyone
@ Colonial Theatre

