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Celebrating Our Community

Singer and sax player Vanessa Collier brings her nationally acclaimed music
to the Colonial Theatre for Orion’s 12th annual evening of Music for Everyone!

Winner of four Blues Music Awards including the 2022 Award for Contemporary
Blues Female Artist, Vanessa’s new album, Do It My Own Way, has just been
released.

Each year, Orion seeks to entertain and celebrate our community with won-

derful music and an inclusive performance. Not only does the Colonial Theatre
have seating for over 600 people, but Orion’s sponsors assure there are tickets
for our clients and under-resourced neighbors.

This year we will continue to celebrate our community!

Please join us on Thursday, Nov. 12th... doors open at 6pm
and the concert starts at 7pm.

I_EI' = EI For ticket and sponsorship information go to

%,.. %% OrionCommunities.org/events/music-for-everyone
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Your Impact Everyday

In 2025, thanks to your generous support, Orion was able to offer
supportive services to 1800+ local households (4600 individuals).
Housing assistance was requested by 1189 households of which
189 were unsheltered for all or part of the year.

¥ To learn more, please see Orion’s 2025 Annual Impact Report at
OrionCommunities.org/Impact.



A Summer of Wow!

This summer’s STEM Camp again gave every child and
volunteer a chance to explore as well as a true sense of
belonging. Engineering challenges, insect science,
computer design, and forensics sparked friendship,
confidence, and inspiration.

Volunteers — many of them National Honor Society
students — modeled teamwork, inspired young artists,
jumped into silly games, and gave over 400 hours to make
this summer of learning unforgettable.

When community, creativity, and compassion intersect,
magic happens: teams become friendships, messy art
become masterpieces, and a group of teenage volunteers
become champions.

Housing Needs Continue to Grow

On August 18th, the 5th annual Housing Summit was co-hosted by the Chester County Commissioners and
Allies for Housing. The Planning Commission reported that by 2050, Chester County is expected to see an
increase of 99,000 people which translates to about 36,500 more homes.

Fortunately, our community is actively talking about how to accommodate more people. At the Summit, Caln
Township leadership highlighted their proactive steps to prepare for more residents. Faith, municipal, and
nonprofit leaders shared their approaches to reimagining and repurposing land and property assets to assure
affordable, attainable, accessible housing for all our residents.

The message is that the government cannot be the only answer, we all need to be part of the solution and help
to form new partnerships. The Call to Action at the Housing Summit encouraged us to:

- 1. Be informed
1 Ili 2. Share what we learn

Allies 3. Attend & speak up at municipal meetings
for 4. Build connections

=1 Housing in Chester County Together we can create safe housing for all our neighbors.



Orion Past Board President - Keith Burress

Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change
the world; indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has. Margaret Meade

In 1977, a small group of citizens saw that their differently abled neighbors

were not being supported upon release from state run institutions. They

decided to make a difference. Orion was born and we changed our corner of

the world. Support was provided without government assistance then and,
almost 50 years later, we still do not use government funding to provide services.

How we impact our community has diversified over the years but the mission is

still the same. We work to build a stronger community by expanding fair access to knowledge, educa-
tion, and opportunity while working with partners to remove barriers and transform systems that may
perpetuate inequity. Your support makes a meaningful difference and we invite you to continue walking
with Orion as we assist our neighbors in need.

| ask you to continue to be that neighbor helping your neighbors.

Gratitude

A woman who was in between jobs and facing eviction contacted Orion. She had everything lined up
going forward but the lack of income for a couple of weeks made it impossible to cover her full rent.
Orion’s case managers listened, together they strategized and the pending crisis was averted.

Days later, a note arrived, here are excerpts...

“l wanted to say thank you from the bottom of my heart

for all of your help with the remaining balance of my rent
and additional fees for my apartment. Your care, patience
and thoughtfulness throughout this process have meant so
much to me. You have made a stressful situation so much
easier to navigate and | am truly grateful for your support.

Knowing that there are people like you who genuinely care
and take time to help others has lifted a huge Y/ &~ B
weight off my shoulders. Your kindness has made a _ s

real difference and | will always remember it.”

BOOKS BE E R BBQ 35 Bridge Street

Friday, September 11, 6:30-9:30 Phoenixville
Live Music with Piper Down (located in back)
& Uncle B’s BBQ

In 2025, Orion distributed

) A CHILDREN'S BOOK FUNDRAISER
to local children,

&9 . join us in gifting books to children!




ORION 237 Bridge Street
| & Phoenixville, PA 19460
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§75,000 MATCH CHALLENGE!

Housing costs are making it difficult for our young
families, elders, even people who were deemed

essentail workers during the pandemic, to be
safely housed and not fear eviction.

Help us raise $75,000 by October 15th, before the weather gets cold.
Please go to OrionCommunities.org/match or scan the QR code

Your gift helps under-resourced families &
individuals build a more stable future.




